BIRTH    AND    BOYHOOD    OF    EDWARD    VIII
richness, self-indulgence and social upheaval, and he handed
a changed kingdom on to his son. The new King had a dif-
ferent and more terrible part to play, and it was well that
he inherited his grandfather's sober character and moral
courage, to sustain him in the years that lay before him.
Prince Edward, just sixteen years old, was heir to the throne.
On June 54th he was confirmed in the small private chapel at
Windsor. His father and mother, Queen Alexandra, the
Empress of Russia, his aunts, his uncles, and the Prime Minister,
celebrated his admission to the Sacrament by singing "Fight
the good fight." It was a challenging sign that his boyhood
had ended.
In August 1910, three months after his grandfather's death,
the Prince sailed away in the Hindustan as a midshipman. All
the old authorities in his life were left behind. He enjoyed
this first holiday away from England, although a new governor
was sent with him to implement the ordinary discipline of the
ship. The Prince was supremely happy during the tour, which
lasted two months, and he left the Hindustan with a stab of
regret. "Not the smallest exception or discrimination has been
made in his favour," wrote one of the officers, when the cruise
was over. "The Prince of Wales has taken part in every duty
that appertains to the working of a great battleship, and has
cheerfully and efficiently discharged the less agreeable as well
as the most agreeable of his tasks. The day before yesterday,
for example, he was bearing his share in 'coaling ship/ and you
know what that means. He has worked hard in the gunroom
and at drill, and has, among other things, been associated with
the landing of small armed parties. Throughout the whole
period of his training on board he has been an extremely hard
worker, and has struck all those about him, high and low, as
what we call 'a live thing.'
"It was obvious that the Prince liked the life, and earnestly
endeavoured to do credit to himself and to those entrusted
with his tuition in various departments. Everybody in the
Hindustan will be sorry to lose so good a comrade and so
intelligent a 'man/ I say 'man1 advisedly, because he has shown
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